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Inside this issue:  

Be sure and visit our web site  

at  

 http://www.surfsideonline.org/ 

We can not say ñTHANKSò enough for all those who spent 

so many hours working on the garage sale both before, af-

ter and during!  

Also we are  very grateful for all of the donations that made 

the sale a great success. 

We raised over $ 1500.00 for the 306th Bridge Site project.  

If you have not been by to see the progress you should drive 

by!  It is developing into a beautiful area for all our mem-

bers to enjoy! 

The Flag and Veterans plaque dedication will be June 14, 

2010 at 11:00 A.M. we hope to see you there! 
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Fire crew getting ready to douse the fire. 

I took the attached photo at the training burn on G Street, Saturday, 
May 22.  I thought this photo really looked great.  

  Rob Miller 

30517 G Street 
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Garage Sale! 

The Memorial Day garage sale was a great success! 

Friday was rainy and cold (more like a February day 

than the end of May), but it did not keep the shop-

pers away. Saturday weather wise showed a little 

more promise, and the shoppers arrived at the stroke 

of nine! 

The proceeds from this yearôs sale will help with the 

expenses of the 306th Bridge Site Veteranôs Park. 

Left are pictures of the garage sale, shoppers and 

worker bees! 

Below is a picture of the new concrete picnic table 

being delivered and set up 

 

Mark your calendars for the Flag and Veterans Me-

morial  Dedication Ceremony June 14, 2010 at 11:00 

am., at the 306th Bridge site on I Street. 
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Clever Hints  

 

Flexible Vacuum: To get something out of a heat register or under the fridge add an empty paper towel 

roll or empty gift wrap roll to your vacuum. It can be bent or flattened to get in narrow openings.  

 

Reducing Static Cling: Pin a small safety pin to the seam of your slip and you will not have a clingy skirt 

or dress. Same thing works with slacks that cling when wearing panty hose. Place pin in seam of 

slacks and  ta da! Static is gone.  

 

 

Measuring Cups:  Before you pour sticky substances into a measuring cup, fill with hot Water, dump out 

the hot water, but donõt dry cup. Next, add your ingredients, such as peanut butter, and watch how easily it 

comes right out!  
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The Common Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus), is a bird in the pheasant family (Phasianidae). It is native to Russia and has 

been widely introduced elsewhere as a game bird. In parts of its range, namely in places where none of its relatives occur 

such as in Europe (where it is naturalized), it is simply known as the "pheasant". "Ring-necked Pheasant" is a collective 

name for a number of subspecies and their crossbreeds. As of 2005, it has the smallest known genome of all living amniotes, 

only 0.97 pg (970 million base pairs) . 

It is a well-known gamebird, among those of more than regional importance perhaps the most widespread and ancient one in 

the whole world. The Common Pheasant is one of the world's most hunted birds it has been introduced for that purpose to 

many regions, and is also common on game farms where it is commercially bred. Ring-necked Pheasants in particular are 

commonly bred and were introduced to many parts of the world; the game farm stock, though no distinct breeds have been 

developed yet, can be considered semi-domesticated. The Ring-necked Pheasant is the state bird of South Dakota, one of 

only three US state birds that is not a species native to the United States. 

The Green Pheasant (P. versicolor) of Japan is sometimes placed as subspecies within the Common Pheasant. Though the 

species produce fertile hybrids wherever they coexist, this is simply a typical feature among Galloanseres, in which postzy-

gotic isolating mechanisms are slight compared to most other birds. The species apparently have somewhat different eco-

logical requirements and at least in its typical habitat the Green outcompetes the Common Pheasant; its introduction to Japan 

has therefore largely failed. 

There are many colour forms of the male Common Pheasant, ranging in colour from nearly white to almost black in some 

melanistic examples. These are due to captive breeding and hybridization between subspecies and with the Green Pheasant, 

reinforced by continually releases of stock from varying sources to the wild. For example, the "Ring-necked Pheasants" 

common in Europe, North America and Australia do not pertain to any specific taxon, they rather represent a stereotyped 

hybrid swarm. Body weight can range from 0.5 to 3 kg (1.1-6.6 lb), with males averaging 1.2 kg (2.6 lb) and females averag-

ing 0.9 kg (2 lb). 

The adult male Common Pheasant of the nominate subspecies Phasianus colchicus colchicus is 60ï89 cm (24ï35 in) in 

length with a long brown streaked black tail, accounting for almost 50 cm (20 in) of the total length. The body plumage is 

barred bright gold and brown plumage with green, purple and white markings. The head is bottle green with a small crest 

and distinctive red wattle. P. c. colchicus and some other races lack a white neck ring. 
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Flavistic hen 

The female (hen) is much less showy, with a duller mottled brown plumage all over and measuring 50ï63 cm (20ï25 in) 

long including a tail of around 20 cm (8 in). Juvenile birds have the appearance of the female with a shorter tail until young 

males begin to grow characteristic bright feathers on the breast, head and back at about 10 weeks after hatching. 

The Green Pheasant (P. versicolor) is very similar, and hybridizaton makes individual birds' identities often difficult to de-

termine. Green Pheasant males are shorter-tailed on average and have a darker plumage that is uniformly bottle-green on the 

breast and belly; they always lack a neck ring. Their females are darker, with many black dots on the breast and belly. 

In addition, various color mutations are commonly encoutered, mainly melanistic (black) and flavistic (isabelline or fawn) 

specimens. The former are rather common in some areas and are named Tenebrosus Pheasant (P. colchicus var. tenebro-

sus). 

Taxonomy and systematics 

 
 

This species was first scientifically described by Linnaeus in his Systema naturae in 1758 under its current scientific name. 

The Common Pheasant is distinct enough from any other species known to Linnaeus for a laconic [Phasianus] rufus, capîte 

caeruleo ï "a red pheasant with blue head" ï to serve as entirely sufficient description. Moreover, the bird had been exten-

sively discussed before Linnaeus established binomial nomenclature. His sources are the Ornithologia of Ulisse Aldro-

vandi,[6] Giovanni Pietro Olina's Uccelliera,[7] John Ray's Synopsis methodica Avium & Piscium, and A natural history of the 

birds by Eleazar Albin.[9] Therein ï essentially the bulk of the ornithology textbooks of his day ï the species is simply 

named "the pheasant" in the books' respective languages. Whereas in other species, such as the Eastern Meadowlark, Lin-

naeus felt it warranted to cite plumage details from his sources, in the Common Pheasant's case he simply referred to the 

reason of the bird's fame: principum mensis dicatur. The type locality is given simply as "Africa, Asia". 

However, the bird does not occur in Africa, except perhaps in Linnaeus' time in Mediterranean coastal areas where they 

might have been introduced during the Roman Empire. The type locality was later fixed to the Rioni River ï known as Pha-

sis to the Ancient Greeks ï where the westernmost population occurs. These birds, until the Modern Era, constituted the bulk 

of the introduced stock in Europe; the birds described by Linnaeus' sources, though typically belonging to such early intro-

ductions, would certainly have more alleles in common with the transcaucasian population than with others. The scientific 

name is Latin for "Pheasant from Colchis", colchicus referring to that region in the Caucasus; the Ancient Greek term corre-

sponding to the English "pheasant" is Phasianos ornis (ūŬůɘŬɜ ɠ ɟɜɘɠ), "bird of the river Phasis". Although Linnaeus in-

cluded many Galliformes in his genus Phasianius ï such as the domestic chicken and its wild ancestor the Red Junglefowl, 

nowadays Gallus gallus ï, today only the Common and the Green Pheasant are placed in this genus. As the latter was not 

known to Linnaeus in 1758, the Common Pheasant is naturally the type species of Phasianus. 
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