
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SURFSIDE BOARD MEETING  
June 20, 2009 

9:00 am, Saturday Morning 

Surfside Business Office Community Room 

31402 H Street  

A ll Surfside members are welcome and the Board Candidates will be 

introduced at the meeting. 
 

MEET THE BO ARD CANDIDATES IN PERSON  

  SATURDAY  EVENING , JUNE 20, 2009 5:30 PM  
Be sure to come and meet them, to be as informed as you can be.  This meeting is for the 

purpose of  helping you vote for the best person to represent your community!



 
 
 
 
 

 
(Valerie recently submitted her candidate application and 
therefore will not appear on the ballot.  She must be written in, 
on your ballot, if you want to vote for her as a board member.)  
My husband, Alan, and I have been residents of Surfside for the 
last six years.  During this time, I have been a member of and 
treasurer for the Long Beach, WA Merchantôs Association and 
currently a board member of a non-profit organization here on the 
Peninsula.  Eighteen months ago, Alan and I became members of 
the Community Relations Committee.  I have seen what a 
community pulling together can accomplish.  As a member of this 
committee, I have been Surfsideôs representative to the Ocean 
Park Chamber of Commerce, co-chairperson of the Surfsideôs New 
Member Welcoming Committee, co-chair of Game & Bunco Nights 
and have adopted and organized the plantings at the Seabreeze 

Lake cabana.  Prior to moving and retiring to Surfside, I worked for the State of California for 27 years in the 
field of employment services.  My areas of expertise have included:  business management, leadership training 
skills, college instructor, administrative appeals and conflict resolution.  If elected, as your write in candidate, 
I will continue to promote community involvement and the new positive changes and pride in Surfside that have 

begun over the last two years. 
 
I have chosen to run for the board of Trustees for a number of 
reasons, the most important of which is I have disagreed with 
some of the decisions of the previous boards.  I am a full- time 
resident of Surfside for the last five years.  My 40 years of 
experience in retail management, operations management, 
merchandize management, corporate training, store 
management and general management, has given me the ability 
to listen to individuals and groups and not make snap decisions 
based on emotion or personal feelings.  All of my work 
experience has provided experience to perform many 
management functions.  The most important of these is the 
ability to communicate effectively with individuals, large groups 
and senior management.  I have had to use patience, 
persuasion and most of all listen with an open mind and not 

second guess what is being said.  I have been very successful in 
all of these functions.   Special skills, abilities and experience that I 

would bring to the job of Trustee are the following:  Developed many annual budgets, all of which had to be 
balanced and show a profit for year end.  I managed all of the business functions on a daily basis, including 
building operation costs, scheduling of associates, payroll, receiving of merchandise and general day to day 
business.  As Corporate Trainer I had to develop the presentations and address large groups of associates.  
This was very challenging because you never knew what kind of questions would be thrown at you.  The ability 
to think quickly and give honest answers was imperative.  If I didnôt know the answer I would say so and do the 
research and get back to the individual with the correct information.  Integrity was key to success in this 
assignment.  As General Manager I performed all of the daily business functions and in addition met with 
senior management to develop sales strategies and purchasing decision; the importance of making prudent 
decisions when purchasing merchandise cannot be overstressed.  A bad buy of one or more products or 
product categories, can make a difference between a profit and a loss.  I am pleased to say that I was in the 
win column when it came to purchasing.  All of these management abilities would make me a good candidate 
for Trustee. 
 

Valerie Harrison 

Martin Jenkins 



 
My husband and I have been residents for approximately 
seven years.  We have watched the community grow and 
come of age and we are very proud to have been a part of it.  I 
feel I could do a service for Surfside.  I worked for Kaiser in 
Portland for over 15 years dealing with conflict, payroll, 
scheduling of over 250 employees on a daily basis.  Following 
the rules of 5 different unions making sure that everyone was 
treated fairly and in a professional manner.   I worked for 
Ocean Beach Hospital for 4 years in the billing office.  During 
my position there I was diligent making sure that the patient 
voice was heard.  I have lived and owned property in Surfside 
for over 30 years, and during those years I have seen good 
times and bad times.  Our community needs to continue 

moving forward keeping in mind the concerns and needs of the 
population we are serving.  I am willing to step up to the plate and make sure that all Surfside property owners 
are treated fairly and with respect.   

 
Originally from Portland, I moved to the Peninsula 30 years 
ago and have been a member of Surfside ever since.  I owned 
and operated a pizza parlor in Ocean Park for 7 years.  I sold 
the business to help my husband and son in our construction 
business.  I have extensive experience in managing a 
business, including payroll, accounts payable and receivable.  I 
am knowledgeable in land development, septic systems and 
construction of various types.  I perform all bookkeeping and 
payroll for our company.  I prepare and file all state payroll 
forms and sales tax reports as well as the tax returns for the 
business.  I am an active member of the Community Relations 
Committee, helping with various functions we are involved in.  I 
am also active with Land and Buildings Committee where I 
have prepared plot plans showing the location of all septic 
systems and buildings on Surfside Common property.  I have 

also been involved in several building inspections with the 
committee.  I have the ability to listen and work well with others.  This would make me a good candidate for the 
Board of Trustees. 

 
First, I can say that I very much like living in Surfside.  Generally, I am 
pleased with the manner that Surfside is run.  The new bridges are a 
welcome addition.  The water works and compactor area both appear 
to be well run.  Yet, I think there is room for improvement.  There is 
need for more and better communication between members and the 
Board and Surfside staff, as well as the several committees.  There is 
a need for Surfside to be more responsible to member concerns, 
particularly at this point in time with the national economic downturn.  
Members who see their property taxes escalating at the same time 
their actual property values are likely to have gone into decline.  Many 
of us are seeing our incomes decline as well.  We need Surfside to be 
more proactive in dealing with the county.  We also need to provide 

assistance to property owners as they deal with these issues.  The 
economic downturn will likely affect Surfside in other ways:  fewer homes being built, possible bankruptcies, 
and some properties going back on country rolls due to non-payment of taxes, if the downturn continues for an 
extended period.  Iôd like Surfside to be all that it can be in a time of many challenges. 
 

John Williams 

Debbie Richmond 

Mary Ann Thoreson 



SURFSIDE OFFICE 
CLOSED : 

�x Closed Friday, July 
3, 2009,  in 
observance of the 
4 th of July Holiday. 

�x Open Saturday, 
July 4, 200 , from 
9 am to 1 pm.  

 
 

Three very nice benches 
have been purchased with 
the proceeds of the 
Surfside Garage Sale monies 
and will soon be placed in 
various spots in Surfside 
where they can best be used 
�E�\���R�X�U���P�H�P�E�H�U�V�������$�U�H�Q�·�W��
they nice?  Thank you 
Community Relations 
Committee!  
 

 
DEPUTY SHERIFF, LARRY CLARK REPORT: 

 
Please be aware that there has been some malicious mischievous destruction 
which has occurred to some lawn ornamentation placed close to the street.  
This destruction has increased now that school is out and it is believed that 

some misguided youths, walking around Surfside on the street, are most likely 
causing the problem.  You may want to move your lawn ornaments farther away 

from the street in an effort to protect them from mischievous destruction.  Deputy 
Clark will continue to keep a close watch on the community to catch those responsible for the 
destruction.  Also, he invites you to report any suspicious behavior you might see.   


