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June 19, 2010 Regular Board Meeting Summary: 

 

Three of the four candidates running for re-election were introduced at 

the meeting by the Election Committee Chair Debbie Rich-

mond.  There were no questions from the membership attending the 

meeting.  The members had an opportunity to meet with the candi-

dates after the meeting, but no one attended.  

An update on the status of completing the 2010 Board Goals was pro-

vided by General Manger Barbara Robinson.  The majority of the goals 

have been met with the exception of development of a Reserve Fund 

Policy. This will be carried over to the next year so that the Board can 

schedule a workshop with the auditor/accountant to discuss proce-

dures in detail.  The safety program is improving with the help of the 

Washington State Department of Labor and Industries Safety Coordi-

nator.  We hope to have the safety plan completed in the next couple of 

months.  

George Miller stated that the Flag/Veterans Plaque Dedication cere-

mony was a success, with approximately 75 people in atten-

dance.  George expressed his thanks to all that help with the project.  

The Draft Audit for 2009 was presented to the Board by Jim Lan-

zarotta who prepared the audit for Surfside.  He stated that the finan-

cial controls currently in place are very good and that the end result of 

the audit was that it was a unqualified/clean audit report.  There 

weren’t adjustments to the books necessary and that the staff and 

Board are doing a good job.  There were no material weaknesses found 

in the internal controls but did recommend a couple of policy develop-

ment suggestions to follow up on.  The final audit will be presented to 

the membership at the annual membership meeting to be held July 10, 

2010 at Ocean Park Elementary School.  

Be sure and attend the annual membership meeting, which will begin 

at 10:00 am at the school and the membership picnic following the 

meeting at the Community Room and grounds at the Surfside Busi-

ness Office.  The picnic will begin at 1:00.  All members are encouraged 

to attend and bring your favorite dessert.  Hamburgers, hot dogs, salad 

and drinks will be provided by the association.  Hope to see you all 

there.   
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ANNUAL FLUSHING TO RESUME 
Starting June 14th the water department will resume the annual flushing. If you notice wa-

ter running in your street try to refrain from using water. If you notice  

discoloration of your water after the flushing, run your sprinklers for about  

fifteen minutes. 

We apologize for any inconvenience 

ANNUAL MEETING AND PICNIC 

ANNUAL MEETING 

SATURDAY, JULY 10, 2010 

10:00 AM 

OCEAN PARK SCHOOL 

 

ANNUAL PICNIC 

1:00 PM 

AT THE SURFSIDE BUSINESS OFFICE 

YOU MAY DROP OF YOUR DESSERT AT THE 

COMMUNITY ROOM PRIOR TO THE MEETING 

OR BRING IT TO THE PICNIC WITH YOU! 
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PET SAFETY  

AND OWNER RESPONSIBILITY 

Leash Law: Pacific County Law and Surfside Covenants require that your dog be on a 

leash or confined to your property! 

 

Keep your pets on o leash for their safety and to be a considerate neighbor!  

Dogs running loose risk being hit by a car  and encroaching on your neighbors property. 

 

PICK UP AFTER YOUR PETS! 

Whether walking in your neighborhood, at the Cabanas or on the beach remember to pick 

up after your pet, others use these areas too! 
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PCSO SURFSIDE PATROL REPORT 

DEPUTY P. JACOBSON 

MAY 2010 

  

   As most of you know I was out of service for the last 20 days of May due to needing sur-

gery on my leg. I owe a big thanks to the deputies that covered Surfside for me while I 

was gone.   I have nothing really out of the ordinary to report for the month.  Summer is 

hear despite the rain, and I have observed a considerable increase in the number of people 

around.  Following are the calls I handled during the first 10 days.  I have also included the 

cases taken by PCSO during my absence. 

  

New house checks  13 

Agency Assist     1 

Traffic Complaints    4 

Traffic Infractions    2 

Traffic Warnings    4 

Domestic Assaults    2 

Arrests      3 

Citizen Assist     2 

Alarms      1 

Burglary     2 

Animal Complaints     2 

Theft      2 

Trespass     1 

Welfare Check     1 

Suspicious Circumstances   9 

Narcotics     1 

Search Warrant     1  

  

P. Jacobson,  

Deputy PCSO / Surfside Patrol 
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DESCRIPTION AND TAXONOMY  

The snowy plover is a small, sparrow-sized shorebird in the family Charadriidae.  It is pale 

gray-brown above and white below, with a white hind neck collar and dark lateral breast 

patches, forehead bar, and eye patches. The bill and legs are blackish.  
 

In breeding plumage, males usually have black markings on the head and breast; in fe-

males, usually one or more of these markings are dark brown.   

Early in the breeding season, a rufous crown is evident on breeding males, but not on females.   In non breeding plumage, sexes 

cannot be distinguished because the breeding markings disappear.   

 

Fledged juveniles have white edges on their wing coverts and scapulars and can thus be distinguished from adults until approxi-
mately July through October, depending on when the eggs hatch.  During this period, molt and feather wear makes fledged juve-

niles indistinguishable from adults.  The mean annual life span of snowy plovers is about three years.   

 

The species was first described in 1758.  Two subspecies of the snowy plover have been recognized in North America: the western 

snowy plover (Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus) and the Cuban snowy plover (C. a. tenuirostris).  The western snowy plover breeds 

on the Pacific coast from southern Washington to southern Baja California, Mexico, and in interior areas of Oregon, California, Ne-

vada, and several other western states.  

 

The Pacific coast population of western snowy plover was listed by the federal government as threatened in 1993.  This population 

of the snowy plover is defined as those individuals that nest on the mainland coast, peninsulas, offshore islands, bays, estuaries, or 

rivers of the United States Pacific coast and Baja California, Mexico.  

LIFE HISTORY AND ECOLOGY 

 

Breeding 

The Pacific coast population of the western snowy plover breeds primarily on coastal beaches from southern Washington to south-
ern Baja California, Mexico.  Sand spits, dune-backed beaches, beaches at creek and river mouths, and salt pans at lagoons and 

estuaries are the main coastal habitats for nesting.  Less common nesting habitats include bluff-backed beaches, dredged material 

disposal sites, salt pond levees, dry salt ponds, and river bars.   

 

Population Size and Distribution 

Snowy plovers concentrate in suitable habitat, with the number of adults at coastal breeding locations ranging from 1 to 246, de-

pending, in part, on the size of the area.  It is estimated that, at most, about 2,000 snowy plovers may breed along the U.S. Pacific 

coast and at least a similar number breed on the west coast of Baja California.  The largest number of breeding birds occurs from 

south San Francisco Bay to southern Baja California.    

SNOWY PLOVER 
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Arrival and Courtship 

Nesting birds at coastal locations consist of both year-round residents and migrants.  Migrants begin arriving at breeding sites in 

southern Washington in early March in central California as early as January, although the main arrival is from early March to late 

April.  Since some individuals nest at multiple locations during the same year, birds may continue arriving through June. 
   

Although pair bonds are first observed on the breeding grounds, they are likely to begin while birds are together in wintering 

flocks.  Mated birds from the previous breeding season frequently reunite.  Old and new pair bonds may be established prior to 

territory defense and nest scraping.  In California, pre-nesting bonds and courtship activities are observed as early as mid-

February.  During courtship, males defend territories and usually make multiple scrapes.  A scrape is a depression in the sand or 

substrate that a male constructs by leaning forward on his breast and scratching his feet while rotating his body.  Females choose 

which scrape becomes the nest site by laying eggs in one of them.   

 

Duration of Breeding Season 

Earliest nests on the California coast occur during the first week of March in some years and by the third week of March in most 
years.  Peak nesting is from mid-April to mid-June.  Hatching lasts from early April through mid-August, with chicks reaching fledg-

ing age approximately one month after hatching.   

 

Nests and Nest Sites 

Nests typically occur in flat, open areas with sandy or saline substrates; vegetation and driftwood are usually sparse or ab-

sent.  Nests consist of a shallow scrape or depression lined with beach debris (e.g. small pebbles, shell fragments, plant debris, and 

mud chips); nest lining increases as incubation progresses.  Driftwood, kelp, and dune plants provide cover for chicks that crouch 

near objects to hide from predators.  Invertebrates are often found near debris, so driftwood and kelp are also important for har-

boring plover food sources.  Although the majority of snowy plovers are site-faithful, returning to the same breeding site in subse-

quent breeding seasons, some also disperse within and between years.  Birds occasionally nest in exactly the same location as the 

previous year.  

 

Egg Laying, Clutch Size, and Incubation 

Initiation of clutches and egg laying occurs from early March through the third week of July.  The approximate periods required for 

nesting events are:  

 Scrape construction (and courtship and mating) - 3 days to more than a month; 

 Egg laying­usually 4 to 5 days; 

 Incubation­26 to 31 days (mean 27 days) 
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The usual clutch size is three eggs (see Figure 2) but two to four eggs are not unusual.  Both sexes incubate the eggs, with the 

female tending to incubate during the day and the male at night. 

 

Adult plovers will frequently attempt to lure people and predators from hatching eggs with alarm calls and distraction dis-
plays.  Occasionally, parents behave similarly when they have incomplete clutches or, less often, clutches that are only partly incu-

bated.  More typical, however, is for the incubating adult to run away from the eggs without being seen.   

 

Snowy plovers renest readily after loss of their eggs.  Renesting occurs 2 to 14 days after failure of a clutch and up to five renesting 

attempts have been observed for a pair.  Double brooding with polyandry (meaning the female successfully hatches more than one 

brood in a nesting season with different mates) is common.  Some females triple brood and some males to double brood.  After 

losing a clutch or brood (i.e. a group of chicks) or successfully hatching a nest, plovers may renest at the same site or move up to a 

few hundred miles to nest at other sites.   

 

Clutch Hatching Success 
Clutch hatching success (percent of clutches hatching at least one egg) varies widely depending upon site conditions.  Low clutch 

hatching success can be attributed to variety of causes such as predation, human disturbance, high tides, and inclement 

weather.     

 

Brood-rearing 

The first chick hatched remains in or near the nest until other eggs (or at least the second egg) hatch.  The adult plover, while 

incubating the eggs, also broods the first chick.  The nonincubating adult may also brood the first-born chick a short distance from 

the nest.  If the third egg of a clutch is 24 to 48 hours behind the others in hatching, it may be deserted.   

 
Snowy plover chicks are precocial, leaving the nest within hours after hatching to search for food.  They are not able to fly for ap-

proximately 4 weeks after hatching; fledging requires 28 to 33 days.  Broods rarely remain in the nesting area until fledg-

ing.  Plover broods may travel along the beach as far as 6.4 kilometers (4 miles) from their natal area.   

 

Adult plovers do not feed their chicks, but lead them to suitable feeding areas.  Adults use distraction displays to lure predators and 

people away from chicks.  Adult plovers signal the chicks to crouch, with calls, as another way to protect them.  They may lead 

chicks, especially larger ones, away from predators.  Most chick mortality occurs within 6 days after hatching.   

 

Females generally desert mates and broods by the sixth day after hatching and thereafter the chicks are typically accompanied only 

by the male.  While males rear broods, females obtain new mates and initiate new nests.  
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Fledging Success 

The fledging success of snowy plovers (percentage of hatched young that reach flying age) varies greatly by location and 

year.  Even snowy plovers nesting on neighboring beach segments may exhibit quite different success in the same year. Chicks are 

considered fledged at 28 days after hatching.   
 

Feeding Habitat and Habits 

Snowy plovers are primarily visual foragers, using the run-stop-peck method of feeding.  They forage on invertebrates in the wet 

sand and amongst surf-cast kelp within the intertidal zone, in dry, sandy areas above the high tide, on salt pans, on spoil sites, and 

along the edges of salt marshes, salt ponds, and lagoons.  They sometimes probe for prey in the sand and pick insects from low-

growing plants.   

 

Migration 

While some snowy plovers remain in their coastal breeding areas year-round, others migrate south or north for winter.  Some stud-

ies in Monterey Bay showed 41 percent of nesting males and 25 percent of nesting females were consistent year-round resi-
dents.  The migrants vacate California nesting areas primarily from late June to late October.   

 

Most plovers that nest inland migrate to the coast for the winter.  Those from the Central Valley of California and the western Great 

Basin migrate to the California or Baja California coasts, and those from the eastern Great Basin (Great Salt Lake) migrate to Mex-

ico.  The departure from inland nesting areas begins by early July and is completed, except for stragglers, by mid-October.  Thus, 

the flocks of nonbreeding birds that begin forming along the U.S. Pacific coast in early July are a mixture of adult and hatching-year 

birds from both coastal and interior nesting areas.  During migration and winter, these flocks range in size from a few individuals to 

up to 300 birds.   

 

Wintering 

 

Distribution and Abundance 

The snowy plover spends winter (November through February) mainly in coastal areas from southern Washington to Central Amer-
ica.  Both coastal and interior populations use coastal locations in winter.  As many as 2,500 snowy plovers occur along the mainland 

California coast, and hundreds more at San Francisco Bay and the Channel Islands.  The majority of wintering plovers on the Califor-

nia coast are found from Bodega Bay, Sonoma County, southward.   

 

Nesting birds from the Oregon coast have wintered as far south as Monterey Bay, California; those from Monterey Bay have wintered 

north to Bandon, Oregon, and south to Laguna Ojo de Liebre, Baja California, Mexico.  Nesting birds from San Diego have wintered 

north to Vandenberg Air Force Base in Santa Barbara County and south to Laguna Ojo de Liebre, Baja California, Mexico.   

 

In winter, snowy plovers are found on many of the beaches used for nesting and some beaches where they do not nest.  They also 

occur in man-made salt ponds and on estuarine sand and mud flats.  In California, the majority of wintering plovers concentrate on 
sand spits and dune-backed beaches.  Some also occur on urban and bluff-backed beaches, which are rarely used for nesting.  Pocket 

beaches at the mouths of creeks and rivers on otherwise rocky shorelines are used by wintering plovers south, but not north, of San 

Mateo County, California.  

Behavior 

Snowy plovers are typically gregarious in winter.  Although some individuals defend territories on beaches, most roost in loose flocks; 

frequently plovers are also observed foraging in loose flocks.  Roosting plovers usually sit in small depressions in the sand, or in the 

lee of kelp, other debris, or small dunes.  Sitting behind debris or in depressions provides some shelter from the wind and probably 

makes the birds more difficult for predators to detect.  When roosting snowy plovers are disturbed, they frequently run a few meters 

to a new spot where they sometimes displace other individuals.  Alternatively, the whole flock may fly to a new location.   

 

POPULATION TRENDS 
 

Historical records indicate that nesting western snowy plovers were once more widely distributed and abundant in coastal Washington, 

Oregon, and California than they are currently.  In California, there has been a significant decline in breeding locations, especially in 

southern California.  The first reliable information on the abundance of snowy plovers along the California coast came from surveys 

conducted during the 1977 to 1980 breeding seasons by Point Reyes Bird Observatory (PRBO).  The surveys suggested that the 

snowy plover had disappeared from significant parts of its coastal California breeding range by 1980.  Subsequent coast-wide surveys 

by PRBO in 1989 and 1991 indicated a further decline in numbers of breeding adult snowy plovers on the coast.  Coast-wide survey 

during the summer of 1995 suggested about a 20 percent decline in numbers of breeders along the coast since the initial 1977 to 

1980 surveys.  

 
Once numbering in the thousands, fewer than 1,500 breeding plovers are thought to nest along the California coast.  Prior to 1970 

the coastal population was thought to have nested in over 50 locations in California.  Today, snowy plovers nest in only about half as 

many locations.  

Snowy Plover Cont. 
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WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT PROJECT 

Have you missed seeing the Water/Field Services crew in the field digging and replac-

ing water lines? 

 

The project has been on hold due to the annual flushing program and our water treat-

ment project. 

 

The crew should be back on schedule to replace lines in the near future.. Look for them 

soon and remember to drive safely and follow detour signs in the work areas. 
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RECENT ACTIVITY AT THE 306TH BRIDGE SITE! 



Page 11 

 

 

OTHER NEWS 

1. Annual Membership Meeting coming up July 10, 2010—10:00 AM at the        

Ocean Park School. 

2. Annual Membership Picnic following annual meeting July 10th at approxi-

mately 1:00 PM at the Surfside Business Office. Please plan on attending 

and bring a dessert to share. 

3. Remember the office will be closed Monday, July 5th in observance of the 

Independence Day! 

4th of JULY PARADE FLOAT 

We are still signing up Veterans to participate in the 

parade in Ocean Park on Sunday, July 4th. We hope 

you will join us in an ongoing tribute to our veterans, 

and service personnel. For more information, please 

contact Valerie Harrison vbearhome@yahoo.com or 

Sara in the office sara@surfsideonline.org 

WATER DEPARTMENT SERVICE REQUESTS 

AND CHARGES. 

Please call ahead when you have work scheduled that will require the Water/Field Services Depart-

ment to come to your property to shut off water service. You do not need to call them to do a shut 

off if you know where to turn off the water service. 

 

The following fees and charges may apply: 

1. Owner request for water shut off (per request)    $ 25.00 

2. Upgrade of existing water service                     $  335.00 

3. Repair costs of damage to water facilities caused by contractor, owner or others Time and ma-

terials 

4. Water service removal or relocation   Time and materials 
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JUNE 2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

20 21 22 

Architectural Meeting 

9:00 am 

Float meeting 1:00 pm 

23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 

Architectural Meeting 

9:00 am 

30    

JULY 2010 
    1 2 

8:00 AM Staff Safety 

Meeting 

3 

4 5 6 
Architectural Meeting 

9:00 am 

Community Relations 

Committee Meeting 

1:00 PM 

7 

RV Meeting 9:00am 

 

8 9 10 

Annual Meeting 10:00 

AM 

Annual Picnic 1:00 PM 


