[bookmark: _GoBack]		    TREE, BRUSH, NOXIOUS WEEDS COMMITTEE
                            COMMITTEE MINUTES...FEB. 27, 2013

CALL TO ORDER   1:00 PM
PRESENT:  Chairperson Larry Raymer, Lee Hill, George Miller, Gil Gonzalez and Laura Frazier.

Noxious and invasive weeds:
The group was informed that the two previous county officials that worked with the issues of noxious weeds were no longer with the county and Larry will be setting up a new meeting.  There was discussion on the need for safe guards in the disposal of Gorse to prevent it's spread among Surfside properties.  Scotch Broom is also an increasing problem.

Compliance issues:
Laura Frazier reported that seven (7) letters have been sent to members whose properties have Gorse growing on them. Only one has responded.  Laura said the present policy is to only take action on member complaints.  This is known as “complaint driven”

Tree complaints were reviewed  by the group. In one complaint it was agreed that Larry and Laura would visit the home owner and discuss the problem for resolution.  This is an elderly limited income person who does not have the means to pay for tree pruning.  There was discussion on the use of volunteers to assist those in need of compliance.  It was also suggested by Lee Hill that some trees can be removed for free if there is enough to make fire wood.

Association Property (common property)
The group discussed the state of association property that is not compliant under the association covenants.  It was stated that we can't expect the membership to be compliant when the association sets a poor example.  George spoke on the conditions at the  Veterans Park at 306th and I Street.

Larry suggested that a group of volunteers would be willing to perform the requested maintenance on the North end of Deer Lake on 324th Place.  George suggested that the volunteers could be assisted by the Surfside field crew. This approach will be further investigated by Laura and Gil.  Lee Hill stated that he has been trying for years to get the association to remove trees from Bear Lake by his home.

Trees in Surfside  (mostly pine trees with height restrictions)
As the pine trees mature over years and reach the height restrictions, and if they have not been pruned properly, the topping will most likely result in a dead tree.  The height restrictions can also result in frustrated owners removing healthy trees.  An example of that was reported when a home owner requested that a member of the tree committee inspect her trees.  There had not been a complaint filed  Her trees were found to be slightly over height but the trees had been shaped and pruned over the years.  Her trees and grounds were well groomed and attractive.  The owners frustration resulted in the trees being removed.

We are seeing more and more trees being removed in Surfside.  This bare lot allows more water to run off into the canal.  We are also seeing more and more standing dead trees due to topping with tall dead grass.  This has resulted in a possible increased fire hazard.

Adjourn:  2:55 pm


