
FIREWISE  

To bring you up to date on Firewise activity, here are a few notable items. 

I ordered the fencing from National Construction Rentals in Portland last week.  The fencing will arrive 

on the morning of Tuesday, May 25th.  They will set up the fencing, as they have done in the past, and 

the cost for the six-month rental period is $1500 plus tax, for a total of $1621.50. 

The first day of opening up for Surfside members to drop off their brush and limbs will be Saturday, May 

29th.  Hours of operation will be 1000-1400, same as prior years.  We will continue receiving 

limbs/brush through Wednesday, September 8th, and then the site will be closed for the season.  

Peninsula Landscaping will then come in and turn it all into shredded mulch.   

There will be a brief period after the Fourth of July weekend when Peninsula Landscaping will come in to 

grind up what has accumulated so far this year.  I will provide those specifics when I know they are solid 

dates.  However, I'm hopeful that 6-9 July will be the dates the site is closed, and shredding will be 

active, reopening on Saturday, July 10th.   

Annette DeLeest is helping me with finding volunteers for the two-hour shift blocks between May 29th 

and September 8th.  If any additional volunteers call the office and indicate interest in helping out, 

please pass their phone number (and email address, if possible) to Annette and me.   

Last year, the chipping site was only open for 22 days, and as Heidi indicated below, the volume was 

much more than any of the past ten years!  Kurt seems to believe it was because people were hanging 

out at their home sites more than in the past and got busy with trimming.  I believe the over-height tree 

notices incentivized more members to get the work accomplished, and that's what brought in the 

increased volume.  I wasn't down there every weekend last summer, but it sure seemed like more 

people with dump trailers were using the site, and that may have increased volume, too.   I plan to 

publish some size limits in future Weekenders, since large stumps/limbs take a lot more grinding time to 

turn them into shredded mulch.  My Pierce County landfills restrict limbs to no more than six inches in 

diameter, and no stumps/root masses.  Those can be difficult on machinery, and they take more time 

for shredding.  That size limit will be something new for SHOA, but we need to do it to ensure we're not 

overspending during the season.   


